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1 Introduction

1.1 Overview

1.1.1  Corylus Ecology Ltd was commissioned by Antler Homes to produce this Construction Environmental
Management Plan (CEMP) for Biodiversity (hereafter CEMP (Biodiversity)) for the proposed construction

works at Wealden House, East Grinstead (hereafter the ‘Site’).

1.1.2  The CEMP (Biodiversity) has been produced in order to address and discharge Condition 10 of Planning
Consent (ref: DM/22/2832) issued by Mid Sussex District Council in November 2024.

1.1.3  Condition 10 states “Prior to any development commencing (including demolition) a construction
environmental management plan (CEMP: Biodiversity) shall be submitted to and approved in writing by
the local planning authority.

The CEMP (Biodiversity) shall include the following.

a) Risk assessment of potentially damaging construction activities.

b) Identification of "biodiversity protection zones".

c) Practical measures (both physical measures and sensiftive working practices) to avoid or reduce
Impacts during construction (may be provided as a set of method statements). This
should include reference to the Bat Mitigation Strategy and Hazel Dormice Non-Licensed
Method Statement (Surrey Wildlife Trust, March 2023)).

d) The location and timing of sensitive works to avoid harm to biodiversity features.

e) The times during construction when specialist ecologists need fo be present on site to
oversee Works.

f)  Responsible persons and lines of communication.

g) The role and responsibiliies on site of an Ecological Clerk of Works (ECoW) or similarly
competent person.

h) Use of protective fences, exciusion barrers and warning signs.

The approved CEMP shall be adhered to and implemented throughout the construction period strictly in
accordance with the approved details, unless otherwise agreed in writing by the local planning authonty.

Reason: To conserve protected and Priority species and allow the LPA to discharge its duties under the
Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 201/ (as amended), the Wildlife and Countryside Act
1981 (as amended) and s40 of the NERC Act 2006 (Priority habitats and species) and to accord with Policy
DP38 of the Mid Sussex District Plan 2014 - 2031. "

1.1.4  All contractors and subcontractors involved In the construction of the proposed development are required
to adhere to this CEMP (Blodiversity), and no development (including demolition, ground works, vegetatior
clearance) shall take place until this document has been submitted to and approved in writing by the loca
planning authority.

éﬁﬁiﬂ”:‘éfﬁ I fﬂ‘{t F o W i%j Eﬁa& ?.;.-_-;.r_
T . CaATION
%&E":'a'.’-[;ziﬁ:-’ B %ﬁ-g Wl Wl i

121 The Site Is located in Ashurst Wood, to the south-east of East Grinstead, at Ordnance Survey grid
reference TQ 4120 3690. The Site measures approximately 1.26ha, of which 0.5ha comprises Wealden
House and EDF comprises 0.7/76ha. An additional area of 1.14ha broadleaved woodland lies beyond the
red line boundary to the south-west, within the blue line boundary. Refer to the Site Location Plan In
Figure 1 (Lytle Associates Architects, Drawing 2053 _001).
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1.2.2  The Site comprises buildings (predominately a large detached period property at Wealden House and a
large office/warehouse at EDF), hardstanding, grassland, ornamental shrubs/flower beds, scattered trees,
scrub and a small pond.

1.2.3  The Site Is bordered by the A22 to the north-east, with low density detached properties to the north-west
and south-east, and Blunds Hole woodland to the south-west. The wider [andscape Is dominated by
Ashurst Wood and East Grinstead and by areas of broadleaved and mixed woodland.

SR

1.2.4  The following ecological surveys have been undertaken since 2018, and unless otherwise stated were
undertaken across the Site;

e Phase 1 Vegetation Survey and Risk Assessment for Protected Species at the EDF site (Ralph
Hobbs, 2018)

e Preliminary Ecological Appraisal (PEA) at the Wealden House site (Corylus Ecology, 2021)

e Bat Emergence and Owl Survey at the Wealden House site (Corylus Ecology, 2021)

e Update Ecology Survey (Corylus Ecology, 2024)

e Update Bat Emergence Survey the Wealden House site (Corylus Ecology, 2024)

o Reptile Presence/Likely Absence Survey (Corylus Ecology, 2024)

o (reat crested newt Triturus cristatus eDNA Survey at the Wealden House site (Corylus Ecology,
2024)

e Dormouse Muscardinus avellananus Presence/Likely Absence Survey (Corylus Ecology, 2024 —
2025)

125  The surveys identified that the following protected species and habitats were present and would need to
be considered further;

e Ancient woodland (in the form of Blunds Hole along the south-western boundary)
o [rees

o Reptiles (low population of slow worms and grass snake)

e [Dormice

e Nesting birds

126  This CEMP (Biodiversity) details the measures required to protect the known protected species and

habitats, via avoidance and minimisation/mitigation techniques. _

1.2.7  Measures to protect wildlife potentially present on site, namely roosting bats and great crested newts, will
be detailed in the Precautionary Biodiversity Method Statement, produced to discharge Condition 9.
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Proposed Development

128 The Proposed Development comprises demolition of existing buildings and erection of residential
redevelopment scheme comprising 2 x three storey buildings containing 15 apartments together with 35 X
three and four bedroom houses, 105 car and garage spaces, associated [andscaping and open space.

1.3 Report Objectives

1.3.1  The objectives of this report are to:
a) Risk assess the potential damaging construction activities;
b) Identify ‘biodiversity protection zones’;

c) Identify practical measures (both physical measures and sensitive working practices) to avoid or
reduce impacts during construction;

d) Identify the location and timing of sensitive works to avoid harm to biodiversity features;

e) Identify the times during construction when specialist ecologists need to be present on site to oversee
works:

f) ldentify the responsible persons and lines of communication;
g) Confirm the role and responsiblilities on site of an ECoW or similarly competent person; and

h) Confirm the use of protective fences, exclusion barriers and warning signs.

1.3.2  The structure of this report addresses the objectives as set out above. With regards to point (c), there Is
no reference to the Bat Mitigation Strategy and Hazel Dormice Non-Licensed Method Statement (Surrey
Wildlife Trust, March 2023)) as these documents are not applicable to this proposal.

24043 WEALDEN HOUSE . EAST GRINSTEAD 5 CEMP (BIoDIVERSITY), NOVEMBER 2025




CORYLUS ECOLOGY

2 Baseline Bi

0 d iV ers Ity

2.1 Ancient Woodland

2.1.1  Blunds Hole comprises a broadleaved ancient woodland located on a slope within the blue line boundary.
The trees within the woodland include oak Quercus robur, beech ragus sylvatica, cherry Prunus sp, birch
Betula pendula and sweet chestnut Castanea sativa, with a shrub understorey comprising hawthorn
Crataegus monogyna, hazel Corylus avellana, holly flex aquifolium, with bramble Rubus fruticosus and
bracken Ptendium aquilinum scrub. Ground flora includes common vy Hedera helix, foxglove Digitalis
purpurea, wood avens Geum urbanum, pendulous sedge Carex pendula, green alkanet Pentaglottis
sempervirens and bluebell Hyacinthoides non-scripta. Non-native invasive species including cherry laurel
and rhododendron Rhododendron ponticum lie along the north-eastern boundaries of the woodland,
where It abuts the red line boundary. There are several outcrops of exposed sandstone cliffs within the
wood|and.

Legislation

2.1.2  Ancient woodland Is an irreplaceable habitat, and within the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF,
December 2024) Section 193 states that development resulting in the loss or deterioration of irreplaceable
habitats (such as ancient woodland and ancient or veteran trees) should be refused, unless there are

wholly exceptional reasons and a suitable compensation strategy exists.

2.1.3 he Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended) and The Wildlife and
Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) provides statutory protection to bats, birds, dormice and other species
that inhabit trees or associated vegetation (e.g. hibernating reptiles). This Imposes constraints on the
timing and extent of works proposed. Mitigation requirements for these receptors are detailed further in
Section 4.

2.2 Trees

2.2.1  The Site supports a number of native and non-native deciduous and coniferous trees, which are mixed
ages and largely scattered in groups. Species present include leyland cypress X Cuprocyparis leylandii,
silver birch, holly and beech.

2.2.2  The following trees and tree groups are proposed to be removed: Trees G2, G3, 15, Gob, G/, T11, G12,
13, 114, G1o6, 11/, T18, G34, G35, G40 (part), 145, G46, G4/, G48. According to the Arboricultural
Assessment and Method Statement (ref: 21115-AA2-DC, Barrell Tree Consultancy, 2022), these trees
are considered low-quality trees with very little potential to contribute to local character because of their
poor condition and small size.

Legislation

223  Works to trees are governed by the Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Trees can be subject to a Tree
Preservation Order (TPO) or be located within a Conservation Area (CA) and, If so, consent Is reguired
from the Local Planning Authority (LPA) for any proposed work, apart from urgent safety works to address
immediate risks. The Site is not located within a CA and no TPOs have been identified on the site.

224  The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 201/ (as amended) and The Wildlife and
Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) provides statutory protection to bats, birds, dormice and other species
that inhabit trees or associated vegetation. This imposes constraints on the timing and type of tree works

proposed. Mitigation requirements for these receptors are detailed further in Section 4.
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2.3 Reptiles

2.3.1 A peak count of one adult slow worm Anguis fragilis was recorded In the longer grassland area to the
south of the Wealden House building. In addition to the adult, a number of juvenile slow worms were
recorded In the same area and within the rank grassland to the south of the EDF building. The presence
of young slow worms indicates that there Is a breeding population on site and in the immediate area. In
addition to the slow worms, a grass snake Natrix natrix was also encountered on a wood pile adjacent to
the woodland edge along the south-western boundary during the update ecology survey (Corylus Ecology,
2024). Locations of the reptiles found are shown on Figure 2.

23.2 A peak count of one adult slow worm and a single grass snake were found during the surveys, which
constitutes a ‘low’ population for each species.

23.3  The less Intensively managed grassland and scrubby boundaries provide reptiles with basking and
foraging opportunities, whilst the pond might additionally provide some limited foraging habitat for grass
snakes. The rockery around the pond and the wood pile associated with Wealden House are likely to
offer refuge habitat for reptiles, whilst the adjacent ancient woodland is likely to provide hibernacula in the
form of tree stumps, dead wood and mammal holes.

Legislation

2.3.4 ltis an offence under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) to kill or injure common species
of reptiles. Measures to avoid and mitigate impacts on reptiles are detailed further in Section 4.

2.4 Dormice

241 A number of dormice have been recorded across the Site, as detailed in the table below. The locations
of the boxes and tubes in which dormice have been found Is shown In Figure 3.

Table 1. Locations of Dormouse and Data

23/1 0/2

J|Ieemale14g) with loose nest

116 27106/25 Start of dormouse nest

116 23107125 otart of dormouse nest

11 23107125 Pregnant female (229) with nest

B3 23107125 Potential dormouse nest — green leaves

11 08/10/25 Dormouse nest

1710 08/10/25 Dormouse nest

B1 08/10/25 Adult male (16.5g) with nest

B3 08/10/25 Potential dormouse nest — green leaves

B4 08/10/25 1 x adultlactating female (17.59), 1 x juvenile female

(99), 1 X Juvenile male (99) with nest

24.2  The dormice were found across the Site with the majority found within the ancient woodland adjacent to
the south-western boundary. A juvenile female and pregnant female dormouse were also found on site,

within a section of trees, shrub and scrub, to the north of the EDF building. The data suggests that a
breeding dormouse population is present on and adjacent to the Site. |t has been assumed that dormice
are present across the Site in all areas of trees, shrubs and scrub and the ancient woodland, which are
arboreally linked.
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243 |t is an offence under the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 201/ (as amended) to
deliberately kill or injure a dormouse, to destroy a nest or breeding site, or to deliberately disturb dormice
and affect their ability to survive, breed, rear young, or hibernate.

24.4  Furthermore, it Is an offence under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) to intentionally or
recklessly disturb a dormouse whilst it is In a place of shelter, or to obstruct access to a place of shelter.

Measures to avoid and mitigate impacts on dormice are detailed further in Section 4.

N
3

Nesting

25.1 |t has been assumed that nesting birds will use the arboreal habitat (namely trees, shrub and scrub) to
nest in during the breeding season. Whilst no evidence of nesting birds was noted on the buildings, there

IS a possibility that these structures could also be used as nest sites.

252 ltis an offence under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) to damage or destroy a bird's
nest whilst it is in use, and to kill or injure a bird or destroy an egg. Measures to avoid impacts on nesting
birds are detailed further in Section 4.
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3  Proposed Construction Activities and Potential Risks to
Biodiversity

3.1 Proposed Construction Activities

3.1.1  The purpose of this Precautionary Method Statement is to provide detail on the measures recommenaed
to avoid Impacts during the construction phase on great crested newts and roosting bats, and to

minimise impacts If any animals are found.

3.1.2  The main construction activity on site will be the demolition of the existing buildings, and construction of
infrastructure and buildings. This will include the following activities:

. Slte clearance, namely:
e removal of soll;
e vegetation clearance; and
e removal of portacabins

1. Site set-up, including:
e |ocation of site office/weltare facilities;
e temporary storage areas;
e site lighting;
e construction of access routes: and
e site fencing

. Groundworks, Including:
e excavations;
e carthworks;
e foundations: and

e Installation of underground services

3.1.3  Construction activities will generate an increase in use across the site via traffic and site operatives which
will generate increased levels to dust, noise, lighting and general disturbance. There is a risk that some
of the construction activities could lead to environmental incidents, including pollution (air, ground and
water) and accidents (e.g. fuel leaks and spills).

3.1.4  Aslllustrated in Appendix A (Site Set-up & Traffic Management Plan (ref: AHO00.SK.800, Rev B)), with the
exception of contractors/sales parking positions 'v, 1 — 6, the site welfare facilities, car parking, storage

areas, and pedestrian routes will be located on the existing hard standing on site, thus avoiding valuable
habitat and areas supporting protected species.

3.1.5  For this proposed contractors/sales parking positions v, 1 — 6 this area currently supports ornamenta
shrubs which provides habitat to nesting birds and dormice. As such, the construction of these areas wil
adhere to the measures prescribed to mitigate impacts on nesting birds and dormice.

3.2 Potential Risks to Biodiversity

32.1  The unmitigated risks habitats and protected species associated with construction activities are
summarised In the table below. The mitigation of the risks is addressed in Section 4.
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Table 2: Unmitigated risks to biodiversity associated with construction activities

Construction Activity

Ecological e AT A A
clearance up

Environmental
incidents

Construction

Disturbance of dormice

Loss of foraging, commuting and
refuge habitat

Injury or Killing of dormice X

Dormouse

. v v v v v
Ancient .
Damage to retained woodland
woodland
N4 X X X X
Loss of felled trees
Trees
v v v v v
Damage to retained trees
Injury or killing of reptiles v X v v X
habitats
Damage/destruction of occupied N4 X X X X
Birds birds’ nests
"4 X X X X
Loss of nesting habitat
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4  Construction Mitigation and Management

4.1 Overview

41.1  In order to reduce the risks associated with the construction phase on the identified biodiversity, the
mitigation measures detailed In the following sections will be implemented by the responsible party

identifled. Further detail on roles and responsibilities is provided in Section 5.

41.2  Surveys to date have identified a number of ecological receptors on site that will need to be considered
during the construction phase. The key seasonal constraints that could influence construction activities
are outlined in the table below, and mitigation measures to avoid and protect these receptors are detailed

In this Section.

Table 3: Key Seasonal Constraints

~ Constraint Time Period
Reptile activity period March - October (inclusive)
Reptile hibernation period October — March (weather dependent)
Bird nesting period (covering any vegetation and March — mid-August (inclusive)

buildings which could be used by nesting birds)

Hazel dormouse hibernation period October/November — April/May

Hazel dormouse activity period April/May — October/November

4.2 Ancient Woodland

Protection of Ancient Woodland

421  The ancient woodland will be protected within a no-build buffer, which extends at least 15m from the
woodland edge. This buffer Is considered the ‘biodiversity protection zone' and forms the basis for the
ancient woodland protection, and includes the RPA for the woodland trees, and the receptor area in which

reptiles from the construction footprint will be translocated.

4.2.2  Prior to any development commencing tree protection fencing will be installed as per the Tree Protection
Plan shown in Appendix B (Barrell Tree Consultancy, 2022 (ref. 21115-2)).

Responsibilities

42.3  Antler Homes will be responsible for appointing a Suitably Qualified Ecologist (SQE)/suitably qualified
arboricultural contractors/ACoW to iImplement appropriate tree protection along the ancient woodland.

42.4  The arboricultural contractor/ACoW will be responsible for:

e [nstallation of tree protection fencing

e QOverseeing excavations within RPA, In particular the swale construction within the ancient
woodland buffer

e Adhering to protective measures for the ecological constraints

425  The SQE will be responsible for:
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e [nstalling signage to inform other workers of the ‘biodiversity protection zone

4.3 Trees

Tree Removal

431  As per the recommendations made within the Arboricultural Assessment and Method Statement (ref;
21115-AA2-DC, Barrell Tree Consultancy, 2022), tree removal will be undertaken by a suitably
experienced contractor in accordance with BS3998:2010. The methods for felling trees and for removal of

tree stumps should ensure that retained trees are not damaged during these operations.

43.2  Treeremovalis subject to the following ecological constraints:
e Dormice
e Nesting birds

433  Tree removal will be directed by the mitigation measures required to protect these receptors, as detailed
In below.

Jijﬁﬁﬁ +, i ﬂ:"‘ﬂ Ta :ﬁx‘éﬁ Eé éﬁ'ﬁ’-ﬁaﬁ Ejﬂ *‘r‘*—.—;ﬂw é—ﬁ@?
Frotection or netaineqd i1rees

434 A Root Protection Area (RPA) has been Identified for each tree; the RPA represents an area around
retained trees which should be left undisturbed. RPAs have been generated in accordance with BS583/

(British Standards Institute, 2012) and are detailled in the Arboricultural Assessment and Method
Statement (Barrell Tree Consultancy, 2022 (ref: 21115-AA2-DC)).

435  A'Construction Exclusion Zone' is based upon the RPA and will be demarcated by tree protection fencing
before site activity commences. An Arboricultural Clerk of Works (ACoW) will oversee Installation and
removal of tree protection fencing. The tree protection fencing is shown in Appendix B (Tree Protection
Plan (Barrell Tree Consultancy, 2022 (ref: 21115-2)). Tree protection fencing will be installed before any

development on site commences.

436  Any works required in the areas of tree protection will be supervised by an ACoW. Works within RPAs will
be carried out with hand tools to prevent damage to the tree.

43.7  Changes to the ground within RPA, Including changes to surfaces and grills surrounding trees, will be
designed and utilise appropriate techniques to ensure that retained trees are not damaged. These
considerations will include:

e No severance of significant tree roots

e Provision for sufficient water penetration to the root environment of retained trees

e Provision for sufficient gaseous exchange between the root environment of retained trees and
the surrounding environment

e [Ensuring that de-icing salt and other contaminants will not leach into the root environment of
retained trees

438  Consideration will be given to the implications of storing materials, such as oil, bitumen and cement,

upslope of trees In order to avoid the risk of potential spillages leaching down-slope and contaminating
the RPA of a tree.

439  The following will be avoided within the RPA:
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e |owering of soll levels
e [nstallation of underground services or inspection chambers

e (oncrete mixing
Responsibilities

4.3.10  Antler Homes will be responsible for appointing suitably qualified arboricultural contractors/ACoW to
implement appropriate tree removal and protection.

4.3.11  The arboricultural contractor/ACoW will be responsible for:
e [nstallation of the tree protection fencing
e Adhering to protective measures for the ecological constraints
4.4 Reptiles
Protection of Animals

441  |norderto avoid contravening the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended), the reptile population
found on site will be translocated to the retained and protected receptor area within the ‘biodiversity

protection zone' in advance of any construction activities, to avoid killing or injuring any reptiles present.

Installation of Exclusion Fencing and Habitat Enhancement

442  Prior to any capture of reptiles, temporary reptile exclusion fencing will be Installed as per Figure 4 to
create a safe reptile receptor area.

4.4.3 he fencing will avoid the RPAs of the ancient woodland and retained trees. The exclusion fencing will
remain in place until construction operations have ceased and signage installed to inform site operatives
of Its purpose. The area within the exclusion fencing will be enhanced prior to recelving translocated
reptiles, with two artificial refugia and one hibernacula created in the approximate locations shown In
Figure 4. Habitat management operations within the reptile receptor area will be guided by advice from

the SQE until such time that the Landscape and Ecological Management Plan (LEMP) informs

management.

Reptile translocation

44.4 |norder to capture reptiles, mats comprising bitumen roofing felt will be deployed across suitable habitat
on site in February/March.

445  Following the Herpetofauna Groups of Britain and Ireland (HGBI, 1998) guidelines for translocation and
mitigation programmes for low populations of slow worms and grass snakes, the reptiles within the
development footprint will be captured for approximately 60 suitable days, using at least 50 refugia per
hectare In suitable habitat. In order to enhance capture effort, refugia density may be increased and up
to two visits per day may be carried out. Reptile captures will be undertaken on suitable days (when
temperatures are between 9 and 18°C, avoiding periods of rain and string wind) during the animals’ active
period which runs from March until October.

446  Reptiles will be caught by hand by an SQE/ECoOW and transported in secure plastic containers before
being released Into the receptor area. Capture will continue for at least 60 visits and only ceased once

flve consecutive days with no captures or sightings has occurred.
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Destructive search

447  The destructive search will proceed during warm, dry days when reptile are active (March —October). The
practical methodology adopted for conducting a destructive search comprises two stages, a hand and
mechanical search to the following guidelines:

e \/egetation within the destructive search area will be managed to 50mm until the destructive
search commences;

o A SQE/ECOW will supervise all aspects of the destructive search unless agreed otherwise;

e Hand searches and dismantling of all natural refugia, including roots of trees, log piles anag
shrubs, rockery and stone slabs will be carried out to remove potential reptile refuges;

e [ollowing confirmation of a safe system of work, to be agreed by the SQE/ECoW and the
excavator operator, an excavator (of no larger than 12 tonnes) with a toothed bucket will be used
to gradually strip the top 25 — 50mm of topsoll within areas identified as still having reptile

potential;

o [he SQE/ECOW will check the soll from the stripped area and the subsegquent spoil heaps for
reptiles;

e Deeper scrapes, such as beneath root systems will be carried out where necessary.

448  Any reptiles found will be removed to the receptor area.

449  Spoil heaps will be located away from any boundary habitats, towards the centre of the Site, so that they
do not become colonised by residual reptiles which may be present along the boundaries.

4410 Antler Homes will be responsible for:

e |mplementing and appointing a SQE/ECoW to carry out the reptile translocation, habitat
enhancement and destructive search

e Appointing suitably qualified contractors to install the reptile exclusion fence, and implement
habitat enhancement and the destructive search as per SQE/ECoW advice

4411 The SQE/ECoW will be responsible for:

e Supervising the installation of reptile exclusion fencing, creation of the hibernacula/refugia and
destructive search

e [nstalling signage on the receptor site to inform site workers

e [ranslocating reptiles from the development footprint and advising on measures to enhance
capture effort
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4.5  Dormice
Protection of Animals

451  The mitigation and compensation detailed at this stage are outline and will be subject to approval from
Natural England as part of the European Protected Species Mitigation (EPSM) licence application required
for the development proposal.

45.2  Priorto any site clearance, including vegetation removal operations, an EPSM licence will be sought from
Natural England to lawfully remove dormouse habitat and disturb the species. Mitigation will be
implemented to minimise impacts to dormice via sensitive habitat removal to avoid killing/injuring animals.

453  Once the EPSM licence has been received, the following mitigation would be implemented in the
construction phase, as per the agreed licence;

e Prior to site clearance/vegetation removal, 15 dormouse boxes will be Installed on suitable
shrubs/trees in the Blunds Hole woodland to the south-west of the Site.

e Prior to site clearance/vegetation removal, all retained trees and shrubs on and adjacent to the
Site will be protected in line with BS 5837:2012 Trees in relation to design, demolition and
construction to identify the limit of vegetation removal.

o A SQE/ECOW will also mark up any adadition dormouse habitat with warning tape and signs to
ensure that this is not cleared inadvertently.

o A suitably qualified ECoW will oversee vegetation removal and will perform hand searches of the
vegetation prior to any cutting. They will either be licensed to handle dormice or listed as an
accredited agent on the EPSM licence.

e Removal of these shrub, scrub and trees will avoid the breeding season and will be undertaken
in either a two-stage clearance or single stage clearance as per the methods below to be
determined by the EPSM licence:

Two Stage Clearance

1) The above ground vegetation will be cut back by hand to a height of 300mm during
December to February with all arisings carefully removed off site. All works will be
supervised by a licensed dormouse ECoW, who will perform hand searches of the
vegetation prior to cutting. Any torpid dormice will be left undisturbed and in-situ and
the area where found will be appropriately fenced with linking vegetation at least 1m
In height retained to provide a habitat corridor to the nearest retained habitat.

2) Stump and root removal will be undertaken in May, the following season after the
dormouse hibernation season ends and prior to the dormouse breeding season. All
works will be supervised by a licensed dormouse ECoW who will carry out a site check
prior to stump removal. Excavation will be undertaken directionally towards retained
habitat, In case any dormice are present, to allow them to naturally disperse into the
retained vegetation.

Single Stage Clearance

e JSingle stage clearance involves removal of vegetation progressively towards retained dormouse
habitat when dormice are active usually in autumn. Vegetation will be cleared using hand tools
and the persuasion technique with the areas cleared on consecutive days being dictated by the
Natural England licence. Clearance will be from north to south, and from west to east to allow
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dormice to relocate of their own accord to retained trees/scrub along the eastern boundary and
woodland along the southern boundary. The SQE/licensed ecologist will supervise the
clearance.

e [f any dormice are found during vegetation removal operations, vegetation clearance will stop
and the dormouse captured by the SQE/licensed ecologist and translocated to a mitigation nest
box within an area of retained vegetation that is connected to existing habitat (where possible

within their existing home range - approximately 100m of where they have been found).

454  With both methods of clearance, where necessary, dead hedging will be used to provide links between
habitats, particularly down the eastern side of the Site.

455 |n addition to the mitigation, habitat compensation will be delivered to off-set the habitat lost during
vegetation clearance in the construction phase. Details of habitat compensation will be documented In
the EPSM licence, and the subsequent Biodiversity Enhancement Strategy and LEMP (produced to aid

the discharge of Conditions 11 and 16 respectively).

Dasnamci bl se
REeSPONSIDI litiles

456  Antler Homes will be responsible for appointing a SQE/licensed ecologist to provide on-going advice and
implementing any mitigation measures.

457  The licensed ecologist will be responsible for
e [nstalling warning tape and signs around dormouse vegetation prior to any works commencing

e Supervising the removal of tree/shrub/scrub habitat, and advising on mitigation as per the issued
-PSM licence

4.6 Nesting Birds

Protection of Animals

46.1  Where possible, habitat suitable for nesting birds (trees, shrubs and scrub) will be removed outside of the
bird breeding season, which is considered to be March to August. It should be noted that the vegetatior
on site which Is suitable for birds Is largely suitable for dormice and the clearance of any vegetation wil

need to be approved In relation to dormice as well as birds.

46.2 If any bird nesting habitats are to be removed during the bird breeding season, a SQE/ECoW will carry
out a nesting bird survey no longer than 438 hours in advance to ensure that birds are not nesting in those
particular habitats prior to clearance. The SQE/ECoW will also routinely inspect the buildings prior to and
during demolition to ensure nesting birds are not impacted.

46.3 If an active nest Is found, an appropriate buffer (usually considered to be a minimum of 5m, but dependent
on species and type of impact) will be marked out using hazard tape by the SQE/ECoW and retained
around the nest until all young have fledged. The period that nests are active for varies between species
of birds but can be several months.

aaaaaaa

esponsibilities

46.4  Antler Home will be responsible for appointing a SQE/ECoW where nesting habitat is to be removed during
the bird breeding season.

465  The SQE/ECoW will ensure that active nests are identified to the Site Manager and appropriately marked
out.
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5 Role and Responsibilities

5.1 Overview

5.1.1  Prior to the commencement of any construction operations on site and as part of their site induction, all
site operatives will be given a toolbox talk by a SQE and/or the Site Manager (who will be briefed in advance

by the SQE).

51.2  The toolbox talk will summarise the details of this Precautionary Biodiversity Method Statement and the
CEMP (Biodiversity), the reasons for the protective measures and where on site ecological constraints
occur/could oceur.

51.3  Both documents will be available in the Site Office, as will posters identifying protected species which could
be found on site. All construction operatives will be asked to be vigilant when on site and to report any

signs of protected species or breaches in protective methods. The contact details of the SQE will be
retained within the Site Office and held by the Site Manager. The SQE will be able to advise in the event

that a protected species is found during works.

5.2 Site Manager

52.1  Antler Homes will appoint a suitable Site Manager for the duration of the construction phase. The Site
Manager will be on site at all times during working hours and will be responsible for ensuring that the
measures to protect biodiversity on site, as detailed In this Precautionary Method Statement, are adhered

{o.

52.2  They will be responsible for ensuring that all site operatives are given a toolbox talk to inform them of the
ecological constraints on site. S/he will review method statements for all works which could impact

ecological receptors and will ensure that a SQE Is on site during any works where the presence of an
ECoW or licensed ecologist is required.

5.3 SQE/ECoW

53.1  Antler Homes will appoint a SQE/ECoW who will be responsible for the following:

e Briefing the Site Manager/site operatives on this CEMP (Biodiversity) by means of a toolbox talk
e [nspecting vegetation for nesting birds prior to clearance

e [nstalling signage/buffers to inform of ‘biodiversity protection zone’, reptile receptor, dormouse
habitat or any active birds’ nests identified

o Overseeing reptile hibernacula, refuge creation and exclusion fencing installation

e Removal of reptiles from development footprint by means of translocation and overseeing
destructive search

e Responding to alerts raised by the Site Manager/site operatives

53.2 The SQE/ECOW will be suitably informed about the ecological constraints on site and the measures
required to protect and minimise impacts upon these receptors. They will be suitably experienced and
able to impart the ecological information to their audience.
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5.4

0.4.1

0.4.2

9.9

90, 1

0.0.2

5.6

0.6.1

Suitably licensed ecologist

Antler Homes will appoint a suitably licensed ecologist to oversee work relating to dormice. The ecologist
may be the same person as the ECoW.

The suitably licensed dormice ecolog
responsible for:

ist will be a Natural England Level 1 licence holder and will be

e (Carrying out nest searches and overseeing clearance of dormouse habitat

e Communicating any EPSM licensing requirements

Site Operatives

Antler Homes will appoint suitably trained contractors/site operatives to carry out the construction

operations.

The site operatives will be briefed on this CEMP (Biodiversity) and will each be responsible for ensuring
that their activities comply with wildlife legislation and the methodologies/restrictions set out In this

document.

Arboricultural Clerk of Works (ACoW)

Antler Homes will appoint a suitably g

Jalified Arboricultural Clerk of Works (ACoW). The ACoW will be

responsible for overseeing all operatior
including:

e Briefing the Site Manager/site

s specified in the Tree Protection Plan (Barrell Plan Ref: 21115-2),

operatives on the tree protection measures

e [nstalling appropriate tree protection fencing

e (Overseeing excavations within RPA, In particular swale construction within the ancient woodland

buffer

e Adhering to protective measures for the ecological constraints

24043 WEALDEN HOUSE . EAST GRINSTEAD

19 CEMP (BIoDIVERSITY), NOVEMBER 2025




CORYLUS ECOLOGY

6 Timetable for Implementation

6.1.1  As per the Antler Homes Build Programme (refer to Appendix C), the demolition of the buildings on site Is
proposed from March — May 2026. It is understood that site clearance will also be undertaken within the
same timeframe as demolition. As such, the toolbox talk will be given ahead of the proposed start date In

February.

6.1.2 Installation of tree protection fencing will be prioritised so that this is installed between January and
February. Clearance of trees, shrub and scrub (dormouse habitat) Is proposed in two stages, with the
above ground structures being removed In winter, and the stumps/roots being removed in May. The

methods and thus timescales will be subject to approval in the EPSM licence.

6.1.3  Further detail of proposed timeframes is provided in the table below, and these, together with the mitigation
measures, will help to ensure that construction activities avoid and minimise impacts to biodiversity.

Table 4: Proposed Phasing of Mitigation Works

Biodiversity Activity 2025 2026

feature Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Ancient Installation of '
Woodland protective tree
fencing’

Oversee
excavations in RPA
Installation of reptile
receptor/biodiversity
protection zone
SIgns?

Trees Installation of
protective fencing’
Removal of trees’?

Reptiles Oversee Installation
of exclusion fencing

& habitat
enhancement?

Capture &
translocation?
Destructive search?
Dormice EPSM licence
sought?

Installation of
protective tree
fencing’

T Arboricultural contractor/ACoW

2 SQE/ECoW

3 Licensed ecologist (once EPSM licence issued) to oversee
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Biodiversity  Activity

feature

Installation of signs
to protect other
dormouse habitat?
supervision of
habitat clearance as
per EPSM licence
methods?
Nesting Inspection of habitat

Birds within 48hrs of
clearance?

Habitat clearance
outside of bird
breeding season
(supervision not
needed, apart from
within dormouse
habitat

2 SQE/ECoW
3 Licensed ecologist (once EPSM licence issued)
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7.1.1

1.1.2

£

/1.4

7.1.5

7.1.6

Corylus Ecology Ltd was commissioned by Antler Homes to produce this Construction Environmental
Management Plan (CEMP) for Biodiversity for the proposed construction works at Wealden House, East
Grinstead, in order to address and discharge Condition 10 of Planning Consent (ref: DM/22/2832) issued
by Mid Sussex District Council in November 2024, which states:

"Prior to any development commencing (including demolition) a construction environmental management
plan (CEMP: Biodiversity) shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the local planning authority.”

The CEMP (Biodiversity) details the measures to protect habitats and protected species known to be
present on site or iImmediately adjacent to the red line boundary. These include the ancient woodland
(Blunds Hole), trees, reptiles, dormice, nesting birds and badgers.

In order to protect retained trees and the ancient woodland, the following sequence of measures will be
adhered to prior to construction:

)
i)
i)

Installation of appropriate tree protection fencing
Toolbox talks to be delivered be arboricultural contractors/ACoW and SQE

Arboricultural contractors/ACoW to oversee excavations within RPA

All tree clearance will take account of dormice and nesting birds, with methods implemented to
avold/minimise Impacts and adnere to the dormouse EPSM licence.

In order to protect reptiles, the following sequence of measures will be adhered to prior to habitat clearance
taking place:

)

)
i)
V)

V)

Supervision by SQE to create a reptile receptor site with habitat enhancement, secured with exclusion
fencing

Toolbox talk to be delivered be a SQE
Reptile mat searches, capture and translocation of any reptiles found
Dismantling of natural refugia

Destructive search

In order to protect dormice, the following sequence of measures will be adhered to prior to habitat clearance
taking place:

)
i)
i)

V)

EPSM licence sought
Installation of appropriate tree protection fencing and signage at additional dormouse habitat

Toolbox talk to be delivered be a SQE

Once EPSM licence received, SQE to search vegetation ahead of clearance with removal of habitat
avolding dormouse hibernation and breeding seasons (in either a two-stage clearance or single stage
clearance)
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7.1.7  Inorder to protect nesting birds, where dormice are not a constraint, habitat will be cleared outside of the
bird breeding season (I.e. between September — February), otherwise a SQE/ECoOW will inspect nesting

habitat within 48hrs and advise further.

7.1.9  Implementation of the CEMP (Biodiversity) will safeguard the known habitats/wildlife, and ensure that
construction activities avoid and minimise impacts to biodiversity (i.e. by avoiding vulnerable stages in

thelrr lifecycle).

7.1.10 Antler Homes will appoint suitably trained Site Managers/contractors/site operatives/arboricultural
contractors to carry out the construction operations and following a toolbox talk on this CEMP

(Blodiversity), each be responsible for ensuring that their activities comply with wildlife legislation and the
methodologies/restrictions set out in this document.

7y ﬁ D ERE | i —ul Lrp 1o — —~=r IRIT ‘HE_'E} Y o1y i T Y o = " ™ :*ruh &
24043 WEALDEN HOUSE. EAST GRINSTEAD 53 CEMP (BioDIVERSITY). NOVEMBER 2025




CORYLUS ECOLOGY

8 References

Barrell Tree Consultancy (2022) Arboricultural Assessment and Method Statement (Ref. 21115-AA2-DC).
Barrell Tree Consultancy (2022) Tree Protection Plan (Ref: 21115-2).
Bullion, S & Co. (2025) Hazel Dormouse Conservation Handbook — Third edition. The Mammal Society

Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities, National Planning Policy Framework, (2024). [online] Avallable at:

hitps://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/toal1af/e8f5ec000f118c46/NPPF December 2024.pdf [Accessed
30/10/2025]

Froglife (1999) Froglife Advice Sheet 10: reptite survey. Froglife, London

Herpetofauna Groups of Britian and Ireland (HGBI) (1998) Evaluating local mitigation/translocation programmes: Maintaining
Best Practice and Lawful Standards.

HMSO (2006). Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006. [online] Available at:
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2006/16/contents [Accessed 30/10/2025]

HMSO (2017). The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 201/. [online] Available at:
hitps://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/201//1012/contents [Accessed 30/10/2025]

HMSO. (1981). The Wildiife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended). [online] Available at:
hitps://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1981/69/contents [Accessed 30/10/2025]

Wells, D. & Co. (2025) Hazel Dormouse Mitigation Handbook. The Mammal Society.

24043 WEALDEN HOUSE . EAST GRINSTEAD 54 CEMP (BIoDIVERSITY), NOVEMBER 2025




CORYLUS ECOLOGY

9 Figures

Figure 1: Site Location
Figure 2: Location of Reptile Records

Figure 3: Location of Dormouse Records

Figure 4: Location of Wildlife and Biodiversity Protection Areas
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Appendix A Site Set-up & Traffic Management Plan (ref:
AH000.SK.800, Rev B)
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Appendix B Tree Protection Plan (Barrell Tree Consultancy,
2022, Ref: 21115-2)
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