
From:                                 Nicholas Royle <Nicholas.Royle@midsussex.gov.uk>
Sent:                                  04 June 2026 16:06:18 UTC+01:00
To:                                      "Joanne Fisher" <Joanne.Fisher@midsussex.gov.uk>
Cc:                                      "Sophie Fuller" <Sophie.Fuller@midsussex.gov.uk>
Subject:                             Housing Comments - DM/26/0843 Land South Of Floran Farm, Hophurst Hill, 
Crawley Down, West

Dear Jo,  
 
With regards to the plans submitted, I currently APPROVE them if the below is adhered 
to:   
 
The applicant is proposing a development of 9 bedroom self/ custom build dwellings 
with all matters reserved apart from access. There are currently 17 households on the 
Council’s Self and Custom Build Register of Interest, of which only 4 are looking for a 
plot in East Grinstead, Crawley Down, Copthorne or Turners Hill. It is also not known 
whether all 4 would be able to finance the acquisition of a plot and the subsequent 
building of a property.    
 
The indicative mix for the plots comprises 9 detached properties and since the 
combined gross floor space of such properties is likely to exceed 1000m2 (the combined 
indicative GIA’s is currently at 999m2), there will be an affordable housing requirement 
of 30% (3 units) in accordance with District Plan Policy DP31.  On-site affordable 
housing is always preferred but in this case rather than requiring 3 serviced plots to be 
provided for affordable self/custom build, if the scheme is to be granted permission, we 
would be prepared to accept a commuted sum of £303,000 towards the cost of off-site 
affordable housing. This sum is calculated in accordance with the figures in the West 
Sussex Commuted Sum Review letter dated 11th March 2011 - 3 x 3B houses @ 
£101,000 per plot = £303,000. It will be payable prior to the Commencement of 
Development and the requirement will be secured through the s106 agreement. The 
money would be held in a separate account until all 9 self/custom build plots have been 
completed in accordance with their reserved matters permissions and would be 
reimbursed if the combined gross floor space of the 9 units built does not exceed 
1000m2.   
 
The 9 self/custom build plots will be required to be offered in the first instance solely to 
those on the Council’s Self & Custom Build Register of Interest, before being advertised 
on the Councils website for a period of 6 months. If after 6 months a plot has not been 
bought or reserved, it can then be advertised as a self or custom build plot on the open 
market too.    
 
There is also a separate application which is currently at appeal for 8 x Serviced Self 
Build Plots on the Land at Gibbeshaven Farm, which if successful, may remove those 
applicants with a desire to build in the Northeast corner of the district from the Self Build 
Register. This does slightly diminish my support for the site as there may be an over 



supply of Self Build Plots within this specific area of the district should both be granted 
permission.   
 
A separate reserved matters application will be required to be submitted for each plot by 
the relevant plot purchaser, and all plot purchasers will need to have primary input into 
the final design and layout of their home.  
 
Kind Regards  
Nick 
 
Nicholas Hewer Royle 
 
Principal Housing Enabling Officer 
Mid Sussex District Council 
Oaklands 
Oaklands Road 
Haywards Heath 
West Sussex 
RH16 1SS 
 
01444 477309 
07874 633903 
https://www.midsussex.gov.uk/housing-council-tax/ 
 
Every Affordable Home Matters 
 

 
Working together for a better Mid Sussex 
 
If you are requesting information under the Freedom of Information act, the Environmental 
Information Regulations or the Data Protection Act, please redirect your email to 
foi@midsussex.gov.uk. Any statutory timeframe for a response will not commence until the request 
is received by the alternative contact. 
 
The contents of this email and any attached information is confidential and intended solely for 
the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed. If you wish to share this information 
with a third party, consent should be obtained from Mid Sussex District Council before doing so. 
This information should only be used for the intended purpose and any views or opinions 
presented in this email are solely those of the author and do not represent those of Mid Sussex 
District Council. This information should only be kept on file for the specified period and 
disposed of in a reasonable manner after this period ends. 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.midsussex.gov.uk%2Fhousing-council-tax%2F&data=05%7C02%7CJoanne.Fisher%40midsussex.gov.uk%7C8aa17884fb2d4b833dc208dec24ad479%7C248de4f9d13548cca4c8babd7e9e8703%7C0%7C0%7C639161823817379160%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wCSp6tq295ujDSGV3lLNZM55SA9CeqJJjVUt94uKpLc%3D&reserved=0
mailto:foi@midsussex.gov.uk

