
2 no 'Rubberloc' tree ties (with 2 no.
Rubberloc Spacer Collars) to be fixed to

timber stakes with galvanised nails.
 Gap between ties to to be 300-400mm

Stake to be softwood, straight, free from
projections and large or edge knots and with a

pointed lower end. The stakes are to be a
minimum 60mm diameter round section and

750mm above ground level.

Stake to be firmly located
300mm min below bottom of

square sided pit planting pit

Existing ground level

Tree pit to be nominally 800 x 800 x
500mm or 25% larger than existing

rootball and to be backfilled with
excavated topsoil

500-700mm diameter of 75mm depth (min)
of ornamental bark mulch to base of tree.
(Existing turf to be removed). Tree stem to
be clear of any touching mulch.

For proposed tree planting locations and specification refer to:
· RCo630 / 01 / Soft Landscape Layout;
· RCo630 / 02 / Detailed Planting Drawing;
· RCo630 / Detailed Planting Schedule and Specification.

75mm (min) depth bark mulch
(existing turf to be removed)

Square sides to planting pit

Plan View

800mm

800mm

R350mm

Standard Selected Trees: Typical Section

Base of tree pit to be broken up to allow
excess moisture to drain. Shallow mound
to provide base for rootball.

Tree Pit to be square to prevent root girdling

75 ltr Greentech tree irrigator bag to be zipped
around the tree and filled with water fortnightly /
May-Sept for 2 years following planting.
[Perforations allow controlled trickle of moisture.]

TREE PLANTING

The optimum period for tree specimen planting is between October &
December when the soil is still warm / moist and most likely to encourage new
root acclimatization / development. If required, trees can be planted from
January to March depending on weather. All trees will be supplied with
irrigation system [where specified], stakes, ties, strimmer guards [where
specified], mulch and advance provision for watering.

The first year following planting is critical for the establishment of new trees
and therefore special care is required. A maintenance programme incorporating
weeding, mulching, checking tree protection/ tree support and watering is
imperative. It is anticipated the appointed landscape contractor will be
instructed with a 1 year [minimum - preferably 2 -5 years] full maintenance and
defect replacement contract. A formal assessment of young tree health and
development is to be carried out annually.

Planting Stock
All tree specimens are to comply with BS 8545 [2014): Trees: from nursery to
independence in the landscape- Recommendations. During transport crowns
and roots shall be wrapped to prevent desiccation. All trees shall be checked for
any damage immediately following delivery, minor damage incurred during
transport can be rectified by pruning. Trees that are severely damaged or that
do not meet the required BS 8545 specification shall be rejected and returned.
The length of time trees are held in temporary storage is to be the absolute
minimum, trees are to be stored in an upright position and appropriately
irrigated until planted out.

Site Preparation
Tree planting areas are to have 300mm depth (minimum) of suitable (loosened)
subsoil overlain with 300mm (min) multi purpose topsoil' as defined within
BS3882: 2015 'Specification for Topsoil'. The sub-soil and topsoil shall have good
physical structure, be friable, retentive of moisture and well drained [It is
recommended existing topsoil [and subsoil] to be reused is fully tested /
analysed for suitability by an appropriately qualified / accredited soil testing
laboratory with any recommendations implemented in full]. On sites where this
is lacking, or the ground is heavily compacted professional advice should be
sought regarding cultivation, soil improvers, drainage etc. A 750mm [minimum]
diameter weed free area shall be provided around the tree planting area. [To
include the removal of all turf].

Tree Pit
The planting pit design is to be square and to be nominally 800 x 800 x 500mm
[or 25% larger than existing rootball] and to be backfilled with  excavated
topsoil. Final depth is to be no deeper than the existing rootball [or container
depth] and shall have a diameter of > 100mm than the external diameter of the
existing root system. During excavation of the tree pit, the soil shall be placed
to one side separating topsoil and subsoil as far as is practical. Tree pit sides
which have compacted, glazed or smeared sides are to be scarified. The base of
the tree pit is to be broken up with a shallow mound constructed to the base of
the rootball [to aid drainage].

Planting & backfilling
It is vital trees are planted at the original root collar soil depth as indicated by
the soil mark on the stem with a suitable allowance made for for anticipated
soil settlement following planting. The tree root system is to be wetted prior to
planting. At no time shall trees at the planting site be left with their root
systems exposed or made vulnerable to any drying out. Any broken or damaged
roots to be cut back to sound growth point with a sharp knife or secateurs -
heavily coiled roots [girdling] on container grown plants can be eased gently
from the root ball or cleanly cut. Bare roots shall be gently spread out evenly in
the planting pit. Backfilled soil shall [as far as is practicable] replicate the
horizons within the original sub/top soil profile. Backfill will be added gradually,
in layers of 150mm to 230mm depth [at all time ensuring the tree is held
upright] and firmed [by careful] treading to eliminate any air pockets under and
around the root system. Care must be taken not to excessively compact the soil
layers. The final layer of backfilling shall not be consolidated but shall be of a
sufficient depth to allow for settlement and mulching. Immediately following
planting, the tree pit shall be saturated to field capacity (unless water levels are
already at field capacity).

Stakes and ties
All trees are to be secured [staked] until the roots sufficiently develop. Tree
staking is to be single-staked for standard select tree specimens. The stake is to
be positioned close to the tree on the windward side and driven 300mm
(minimum) into the bottom of the pit at a slight angle. The stake is to extend
above ground level to a distance between 0.75 and 1.0 metre.  The top of the
stake is to be no more than 40 mm away from the stem of the planted tree.
The tree is to be firmly secured with two adjustable rubber lock ties plus spacer
collars with 25 mm long galvanised clout nails securing the ties to the stake
ensuring excessive movement is prevented. The stakes should be free from
bark, snags, pests and diseases and should be of sufficient diameter [nominally
60mm] to withstand the weight of the tree crown when subjected to the
normal prevailing wind associated with the planting site.

All stakes, tree ties and spacers should be checked four times a year for the first
2 years. Tree ties should be fitted so that the tree is stable without any chafing
or rubbing. Replace and refit rubber tree ties / stakes if necessary.  All tree
stakes / ties are to be collected and removed 3-5 years (approx) following
successful establishment.

Mulching
Organic mulch comprising well-composted organic material, wood chips, or
bark is to be free of pests, disease, fungus, weeds and foreign material.  The
organic mulch is to be matured for a minimum of 16 weeks.  Organic mulch is to
consist of graded fines to a maximum particle size of 40 mm with approximately
70 % particle size 5 mm to 40mm, 30 % particle size less than 5 mm. Clear all
weeds, water soil thoroughly and mulch all planting pits to an even depth of 75
mm after settlement. Mulches shall be 75mm in depth and applied to 750mm Ø
leaving a collar of 10-12 cm around stem clear of mulch to prevent trunk from
rotting. (Mulch placed against the stem is likely to retain moisture, which can
result in disease / damage.) Mulches shall only be applied when the soil is moist
ensuring mulch does not touch the base of the tree stem. Pit planted tree
positions are to be mulched around the base of the trees to a 750mm [min]
diameter circle and levels maintained for 2 years from planting date by checking
and topping up as required [Spring and Autumn].

Watering
In order to establish newly planted Standard-Select Trees, they should be
watered fortnightly in May, June, July, August and September for the first two
years with the tree irrigator bag filled to capacity. Subsequent watering in years
2-5 to be undertaken during prolonged dry spells as required.

Protection
Where rabbits are known to be present, tree specimens are to be protected
with mesh guarding: Height: 600mm (min): Support: one bamboo cane - to have
rubber cap stake topper / protector to prevent accidental injury. Native tree
mesh guard shelters are to be carefully placed around the tree stem and the
entire base of the tree to prevent mammalian browsing. All tree mesh guards
are to be collected and removed 3-5 years following successful establishment.

Formative pruning
Formative pruning shall be carried out in accordance with BS 3998 (2010): Tree
work- Recommendations; as required throughout the early years of a tree's life
in the landscape. Some of the  nursery-prepared branching structure may be
temporary, and formative pruning shall continue until a permanent structurally
sound scaffold system of branches typical of the species and appropriate to the
site circumstances has developed.
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