
From:                                 James Caldwell <james@virtueland.co.uk>
Sent:                                  23 February 2026 16:03:44 UTC+00:00
To:                                      "Joanne Fisher" <Joanne.Fisher@midsussex.gov.uk>
Subject:                             Re: DM/25/2474 - Land South Hammerwood Road, Ashurst Wood
Importance:                     High

Dear Joanne,

Further to sending this, I have now visited the site and taken pictures as evidence.  In response 
to Nature Space's email, it is good to see that they are considering the physical constraints of 
the site now, although it is disappointing that they do not conduct site visits, particularly with 
regards to the comment about disagreeing with "a lack of sheltering and hibernating 
opportunities on the site".  Firstly, the quantum and quality of hibernating opportunities is 
important.  Secondly, the dispersal barriers mean that if GCN did get onto the site, they will not 
get off the site and mortality will ensue.  The development of the site will actually assist with 
this, providing a more solid barrier and ensuring that if GCN are dispersing around the site, they 
will not be caught up in this "trap".

The site survey enclosed, which shows contour lines around most of the tracks on the site.  It is 
clear to see that there are changes to the spot levels between these.  Furthermore, to the rear 
of the site, you will see that levels drop off quite significantly.  They drop off further as you 
travel away from the site and further south.  It also highlights the close board fence to the east 
and the road to the north.

The photos provided (files labelled to describe where they are taken) show a variety of these 
tracks within the site.  We have also provided photos of the close board fence to the eastern 
boundary, the slot drains to the north on Hammerwood Road, and the views of the site from 
the southern land (off site), showing the grazing land beyond and then the steep gradient up 
towards the site.  Also two photos of the land/maintained garden/houses to the west.

 I can provide further information upon request, but this should clearly demonstrate the 
dispersal barriers within and surrounding the site.

I look forward to hearing from you further and whether there is any additional information 
Nature Space require.

With kind regards,

James



Alma House Penthouse Suite, Alma Road, Reigate, Surrey, RH2 0AX
From: Joanne Fisher <Joanne.Fisher@midsussex.gov.uk>
Sent: 20 February 2026 13:47
To: James Caldwell <james@virtueland.co.uk>
Subject: DM/25/2474 - Land South Hammerwood Road, Ashurst Wood
 
Dear James,

I refer to the above application currently under consideration and the outstanding matter 
in relation to Great Crested Newts.

Following the further information of the 23rd January from your ecologists in relation to 
the consultation response from NatureSpace, please find attached the further response 
from NatureSpace in respect of this. I apologise for the delay in passing this over to you.
 
Unfortunately, they still disagree with the conclusion concerning the sheltering and 
hibernating opportunities on the site based on the photos provided. They are also 
requesting further details on the deep vehicle tracks on the site to aid their assessment. 
Notwithstanding this further information request they are inviting you to submit an 
enquiry to the District Licence scheme which needs to be done prior to the 
determination of an application. Further information on this can be found at the following 
link:
Wildlife and Planning - Mid Sussex District Council
 
I look forward to hearing from you in respect of this.

Kind regards
 
Joanne
 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.midsussex.gov.uk%2Fplanning-building%2Fwildlife-and-planning%2F&data=05%7C02%7CJoanne.Fisher%40midsussex.gov.uk%7Cf3059c4bcb944da2637a08de72f53022%7C248de4f9d13548cca4c8babd7e9e8703%7C0%7C0%7C639074595432043045%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tg4XoqT4toh4rAiOIo%2B4%2BRTXgpJhNoBSiuxkXcGp9SU%3D&reserved=0


Joanne  Fisher BSc (Hons), MATP, MRTPI
Team Leader Applications
Planning Services
 
Tel: 01444 477330
joanne.fisher@midsussex.gov.uk
www.midsussex.gov.uk
 

 
Working together for a better Mid Sussex
 
 
The information contained in this email may be subject to public disclosure under the Freedom 
of Information Act 2000. Unless the information contained in this email is legally exempt from 
disclosure, we cannot guarantee that we will not provide the whole or part of this email to a third 
party making a request for information about the subject matter of this email. This email and any 
attachments may contain confidential information and is intended only to be seen and used by 
the named addressees. If you are not the named addressee, any use, disclosure, copying, 
alteration or forwarding of this email and its attachments is unauthorised. If you have received 
this email in error please notify the sender immediately by email or by calling +44 (0) 1444 458 
166 and remove this email and its attachments from your system. The views expressed within 
this email and any attachments are not necessarily the views or policies of Mid Sussex District 
Council. We have taken precautions to minimise the risk of transmitting software viruses, but we 
advise you to carry out your own virus checks before accessing this email and any attachments. 
Except where required by law, we shall not be responsible for any damage, loss or liability of 
any kind suffered in connection with this email and any attachments, or which may result from 
reliance on the contents of this email and any attachments.
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