From: Edward Anderson <Edward.Anderson@westsussex.gov.uk>

Sent: 21 September 2026 12:17:57 UTC+01:00

To: "planninginfo" <planning@midsussex.gov.uk>

Cc: "Andrew Horrell" <andrew.horrell@midsussex.gov.uk>
Subject: WSCC/012/26/DIS1 Noise Management Plan

Attachments: Noise Management Plan.pdf, Mid Sussex Planning and EHO.pdf

Good afternoon,

We have a discharge of condition application at Oathall Community College in relation to the
new cricket nets — we consulted you and your EHOs for comment on the NMP back on August

the 14 but are yet to receive a response.

| have cc’d in Andrew (case officer providing response to original app — please see original
comments attached).

The decision for Discharge of Condition is due to be issued by the 9th of October. | would be
grateful to receive your comments at your earliest opportunity.

Kind regards,

Edward Anderson

Planner, County Planning, Planning Services

West Sussex County Council, Ground Floor, Northleigh, County Hall, Chichester, West Sussex,
PO19 1RQ

Internal: 28879| External: 0330 222 8879 | E-mail: Edward.Anderson@westsussex.gov.uk
|[Web: www.westsussex.gov.uk

LEGAL DISCLAIMER

This email and any attachments are confidential and intended solely for the persons addressed. If
it has come to you in error please reply to advise us but you should not read it, copy it, show it to
anyone else nor make any other use of its content. West Sussex County Council takes steps to
ensure emails and attachments are virus-free but you should carry out your own checks before
opening any attachment.
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1.0 Introduction

1.1 This Noise Management Plan has been prepared in support of a planning application
seeking permission to replace the existing cricket facilities located within the school
grounds.

1.2 The objective of this Plan is to demonstrate that the proposed replacement facility can
operate without giving rise to unacceptable impacts on neighbouring residential
amenity through the implementation of appropriate operational controls and good
management practices.

2.0 Existing Site & Noise Environment

2.1 The application site forms part of an established secondary school and associated
sports grounds.

22 During the school day, the site regularly experiences moderate to high levels of
intermittent activity noise arising from:

a) pupil movement;

b) outdoor recreation;

c) physical education lessons;

d) organised sporting activities; and

e) the existing use of sports pitches.

23 These activities have formed part of the site's established use for many years. Outside
school hours, the surrounding environment becomes quieter and is generally
characterised by:

a) local road traffic;

b) pedestrian movement;

c) after-school recreational activities;

d) domestic activity within neighbouring residential properties; and

e) natural environmental sounds such as birds and wind.





24

The surrounding area is predominantly residential and is not affected by significant
industrial or commercial noise sources. Consequently, the prevailing evening noise
environment can be described as moderate to low.

3.0 Existing Cricket Activities

3.1 Cricket is already played on site and therefore does not represent a new land use.

32 Typical noise generated during cricket consists of:

a) the sound of the ball striking the bat;

b) communication between players and coaches;

c) appeals during play;

d) occasional applause and conversation from spectators.

33 These sounds are intermittent in nature and are separated by periods of relatively low
activity. The school has historically accommodated cricket matches, coaching sessions
and training outside normal school hours and at weekends without any known history
of significant noise complaints.

4.0 Hours of Use

4.1 The proposed hours of operation are:

a) Monday to Friday — 08:50 to 21:00
b) Saturday — 09:00 to 18:00
c) Sunday - 09:00 to 16:00
42 No cricket activity shall take place outside these hours or on Bank Holidays. The

proposed replacement facility is intended to accommodate school fixtures, junior
coaching and community cricket during the recognised cricket season.





5.0

Assessment of Protentional Noise

5.1 The proposal extends the hours of operation of an existing sports facility rather than
introducing a new activity.

52 Although evening periods are generally more sensitive from a residential amenity
perspective, cricket is widely recognised as one of the quieter outdoor sports. Several
characteristics of the activity reduce its potential impact:

a) noise is intermittent rather than continuous;

b) there is no significant mechanical plant associated with the activity;

¢) no amplified music or public address system is proposed;

d) spectator attendance is expected to remain relatively small;

e) cricket is seasonal, normally operating between April and September only; and

f) the activity coincides with periods when residents typically make greater use of gardens
and outdoor spaces, resulting in increased background environmental activity.

53 Overall, the proposed development is not expected to materially alter the existing
acoustic character of the locality.

6.0 Noise Management Measures

6.1 The following operational controls will be implemented throughout the operation of
the facility.

6.2 General Management;

o The cricket facilities shall remain under the management and supervision of the school.

o All users will be expected to behave responsibly and with consideration towards
neighbouring residents.

e Coaches and organisers will encourage appropriate behaviour throughout training sessions
and matches.





6.3

Amplified Sound;
o No amplified music shall be played.
e No public address or Tanoy system shall be installed or operated.

e No external loudspeakers shall be used.

6.4 Spectators;
e Spectator numbers are expected to remain limited to those normally associated with
school and local club cricket.
e Should larger organised events be proposed, appropriate event management measures
will be considered.
6.5 Seasonal Use;
o Cricket activities will normally take place between April and September in accordance
with the recognised cricket season.
7.0 Complaints Procedure
7.1 Should a noise complaint be received, the school will:
e record the date and nature of the complaint;
e investigate the circumstances surrounding the reported issue;
¢ identify whether any operational changes are reasonably practicable; and
¢ implement any appropriate management measures where necessary.
7.2 The school will seek to maintain good communication with neighbouring residents and
respond promptly to any concerns.
8.0 Review
8.1 This Noise Management Plan will be reviewed annually and following any substantiated

complaint to ensure that it remains effective and appropriate.





9.0
9.1

9.2

9.3

Conclusion

The proposal seeks only to extend the operating hours of an established cricket
facility.

The nature of cricket results in intermittent and relatively low-level noise which has
existed on the site for many years without any significant history of complaints. The
proposed operational controls, restrictions on amplified sound, seasonal use and active
site management will ensure that neighbouring residential amenity continues to be
protected.

It is therefore concluded that the proposed development is unlikely to result in
significant adverse noise impacts and is considered to accord with the objectives of the
National Planning Policy Framework and Planning Practice Guidance relating to noise
and residential amenity.






Oaklands

Oaklands Road

Haywards Heath
MID SUSSEX West Sussex

DISTRICT COUNCIL RH16 1SS

Switchboard 01444 458166

DX 300320 Haywards Heath 1
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The Assistant Director Of Property And Assets CONTACT:

c/o Mr Matthew Brockhurst PHONE:
Philips Surveyors LLP E-MAIL:
78 Lower Street DATE:
Pulborough

RH20 2AA

Dear Sir/Madam
REFERENCE: DM/26/0830

DESCRIPTION: INSTALLATION OF CRICKET NETS.

Andrew Horrell
01444 477446
andrew.horrell@midsussex.gov.uk
27th April 2026

LOCATION: OATHALL COMMUNITY COLLEGE APPLEDORE GARDENS LINDFIELD

HAYWARDS HEATH

| refer to your consultation in respect of the above-mentioned application received on 30th

March 2026.

| can confirm that the Council has NO OBJECTION to the proposal subject to the following

conditions:

1. The cricket facilities hereby given approval should be used within the following hours:

8.50 - 21:00 Monday-Friday
09:00 - 18:00 Saturdays
09:00 - 16:00 Sundays

The facilities will not be used on bank holidays.

Reason: To protect the amenities of neighbouring residential occupiers and to accord
with Policy DP26 of the Mid Sussex District Plan 2014-2031.

2. The cricket nets shall not be brought into use until a suitable noise management plan
has been submitted and approved to the Local Planning Authority.

The NMP should include a requirement for hirers to supervise their players to ensure
noise levels are reasonable, and to prohibit the playing of music in this area.

Reason: To protect the amenities of neighbouring residential occupiers and to accord
with Policy DP26 of the Mid Sussex District Plan 2014-2031.

Planning Services Division

Eric Owens

Interim Assistant Director Planning and Sustainable Economy





INFORMATIVES
1. It is recommended that the following informative is included on the decision notice:

Your attention is drawn to the requirements of the Environmental Protection Act 1990
with regard to your duty of care not to cause the neighbours of the site a nuisance.

If you require any further information on these issues, please contact Environmental
Protection on 01444 477292.

Having planning permission in place is no defence against a statutory noise nuisance
being caused or allowed to occur. Should the department receive a complaint once
the site is operational, we are required to investigate under the provisions of the
Environmental Protection Act 1990 and must take formal action where a statutory
noise nuisance is in existence.

This decision was made under delegated powers.

Yours faithfully

el

Eric Owens
Interim Assistant Director Planning and Sustainable Economy
NOC3RZ





